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WSRE Presents Local Election Program “Rally 2008”

P
ensacola, Fla. – WSRE, PBS for the Gulf Coast,

presents “Rally 2008,” a primary and general

election television candidate forum. These specials

will feature local candidates from Escambia, Santa Rosa

and Okaloosa Counties. The program will be moderated

by Ashley Chisholm, a local public relations executive;

Lloyd Patterson, on-air host of WSRE’s “Connecting the

Community” and “Open Forum”; and Sandra Averhart,

a WUWF news reporter. The first installment of “Rally

2008”, focusing on the upcoming primary election

August 26, will air on WSRE and WSRE HD on

Monday, August 18 thru Thursday, August 21, from 7-9

PM. The second installment, featuring candidates for the

general election, will be announced later.

“Rally 2008” is co-sponsored by WSRE and the League

of Women Voters of the Pensacola Bay Area and

Okaloosa County. The purpose of “Rally 2008” is to give

citizens an unbiased look at the candidates vying to

represent them and to learn where they stand on the

important issues that affect them. WSRE provides the

program as a public service and encourages all citizens to

participate in exercising their constitutional right to vote.

(excerpts from WSRE-TV press release; June 19)

“Rally 2008” schedule:

Monday, August 18, 7 PM

Florida House of Representatives- Districts 1,2, 5

Escambia Sheriff- 2 races

Santa Rosa Sheriff

Okaloosa Sheriff

Public Defender

Tuesday, August 19, 7 PM

Okaloosa County Commission- Districts 1, 5

Okaloosa Supervisor of Elections

Santa Rosa County Commission- Districts 1,3, 5

Wednesday, August 20, 7 PM

Escambia School Superintendent

Santa Rosa School Superintendent

Santa Rosa School Board- District 2

Escambia School Board- Districts  3,5

Santa Rosa Tax Collector

Thursday, August 21, 7 PM

ECUA- Districts 1, 3, 5

Escambia County Commission- Districts 1, 3, 5

LWV Pensacola Bay Area’s Role in Rally 2008

For more than 20 years, the League of Women Voters

of the Pensacola Bay Area and the LWV of Okaloosa

County have provided questions for candidates for

presentation on WSRE-TV. The Voter Service committee

began weekly meetings in early June, with members

concentrating on issues in contested races that presumably

will be of interest in the upcoming election cycle.  While

the project consumed time that might otherwise have been

spent in "vacation-related" activities, a basic commitment

of the League is to provide non-partisan information to the

voters prior to election day.   

 

Condolences are extended to

longtime  League member, Sandy

Skillman on the recent death of her

mother, Julia Scoggins.
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President’s Message

G
reetings!

Braving Panhandle heat and humidity,

League members have been staying busy this summer.

We usually take a break in July/August, but, with

election season looming, Voter Service Committee

volunteers have been meeting through the season to

compile questions for WSRE-TV’s August candidate

forum.

The Pensacola Bay chapter has provided those

questions for some twenty years. Thanks to our members’

diverse backgrounds, political knowledge base, and

desire to serve the community, the League has once again

put together a collection of incisive, relevant questions.

This summer, we’re also preparing material and

speakers for pre-election voter education talks. The

League has already been asked to speak on Amendment

issues at four events, and we expect more requests in the

coming weeks.

We’re proud of the fact that local groups often turn

first to the League for non-partisan voter education.  That

confidence underscores the hard work our members have

undertaken to get accurate, fair information out to the

community.

To supplement member efforts, we’ve ordered 6,000

English and 1,500 Spanish copies of the State League

Voter’s Special Election Edition.

We’ll be distributing those materials throughout the

community as election season picks up.

Meanwhile, the State League has posted Fall ballot

amendment pros & cons on their website. Find them at

http://www.lwvfla.org.

Speaking of education, we’re working with area school

districts to provide copies of “Electing the President” to

Escambia and Santa Rosa teachers and students. A U.S.

League publication, “Electing the President” provides a

concise, accessible guide to the Presidential election

process.

I’m pleased to announce that Charlotte Crane will be our

featured speaker at the September 20 meeting.  Ms. Crane

has authored many articles for the Pensacola News

Journal Business Section and Florida Trend magazine.

She will speak on the topic of prison reform, a subject on

which she recently completed an in-depth study.

We’re looking forward to an active League year, and

welcome your participation in any and all aspects!  As a

League member, you can provide the link to make our

activities worthwhile. Become active; join a committee;

contribute in any way you can to make our organization

stronger and more visible in Escambia and Santa Rosa

Counties.

In the meantime, the WSRE-TV candidate rally schedule

is printed on the front page. Don’t miss it!

Deborah

“Connecting Links: The British and
American Woman Suffrage

Movements, 1900-1914"

T
he LWV Pensacola Bay Area, UWF History Dept,

Pensacola Historical Society, Phi Alpha Theta

(UWF Chapter) and the UWF History Club, will

sponsor a lecture on Tuesday, September 16, 6:00 pm, at

110 Church St (The Beacon Room). Dr. Patricia

Greenwood  Harrison, the author of “Connecting Links:

The British and American Woman Suffrage Movements,

1900-1914”, will discuss the British and American

suffrage movements that were characterized by interaction

among suffragists, their organizations and their

publications on a much broader sca le than has been

generally recognized or acknowledged.

Harrison will examine the various connecting links

ranging from personal relationships to the emphasis on a

common cause. Women participated in one another's

organizations and activities, including speaking tours and

visits, and each group used the experience of the other to

stimulate its own progress. In addition to the prominent

figures of the day, Harrison will include information about

lesser-known suffragists, whose names and actions have

been largely lost to history. Dr. Harrison teaches modern

European history, women’s history, and western

civilization at Springhill College, AL.

The Proposed Constitutional
Amendments, including the pro/cons, are

now available on the LWV Florida 
website under

 Election Information.
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League Website 
by Betty Enfinger & Susan Metzger

W
elcome to www.lwvpba.org! This is the web site

of the League of Women Voters of the

Pensacola Bay Area, which has been recently

upgraded and updated to provide important news and

information on issues. 

When you arrive at our Home page, you are greeted

by our president Deborah Nelson. Here you get a real

sense of being immersed in Pensacola. Rotating photos

show why Pensacola is the “Western Gate to the Sunshine

State.” From this page, click on the links that take you to

other pages or documents which cover many news items,

issues and League statements. 

Click on Publications and you will be able to read the

full text of several important League documents. The first

one is “Study & Action,” a guide to policy positions of

the LWVF. These positions concern government,

education, justice, social policy and natural resources.

The second publication is “Our State Government,” a

guide to the structure and function of Florida

Government. Now you no longer have to purchase these

publications -- just click on the link to the file to read or

print the pages of interest to you.

The Local League Issues Page has been expanded to

include our Environmental Committee’s “Recycling

Brochure.” You may wish to print out copies of this

brochure to share with your neighbors. The Calendar Page

lists dates for many events scheduled for our Local

League, including standing committee meetings as well as

monthly member meetings. 

If you need to contact governmental organizations,

such as the Florida legislature or a county office, go to the

Links Page of our web site. When you click on the

organization title, you will use the magic of the world-

wide-web to open its home page.

To find deadlines for Voter Registration and official

dates for voting, go to the Voter Service Page. There you

may also open a copy of the most recent “Guide to

Elected Officials” which was prepared by members of our

local League, as well as a brochure entitled, “Why Should

I Vote?”, published by the Florida League.  

You will find our web site is “user friendly” and easy

to navigate from menu items, pages and links to expanded

information. 

Please visit us soon at www.lwvpba.org.

Reminder: Dues are Due!

Women’s Equality Day in August
by Susan Metzger, 

L
eague members are invited to attend the Federal

Women's Program Luncheon on Thursday,

August 21at the Mustin Beach Officers' Club on

the Naval Air Station, 11:00-1:00. These events are

held twice a year: Women's History Month in March;

Women's Equality Day in August.

If you wish to attend, please send a check this week

made out to Susan Metzger for $11 to 4148

Soundpointe Dr., Gulf Breeze, FL 32563 . Susan will

submit payment for your reservation. Susan will be

attending to set up a League display and distribute

literature. When you check in at the luncheon, tell them

your ticket is with the League of Women Voters.  " 

Proposed Schedule for Monthly
Public Meetings for 2008-2009

Mark Your Calendar Today:

September 20, 2008, Saturday at 9:30 am at the Institute

for Human and Machine Cognition (IHMC)

October 18, 2008, Saturday, 9:30 am at IHMC

October 21, 2008, Tuesday, 5:30 pm at IHMC,

Constitutional Amendments Pro/Con information.  

November 15, 2008, Saturday, 9:30 am at IHMC

January 17, 2009, Saturday, 9:30 am at the First 

Presbyterian Church

February 21, 2009, Saturday, 9:30 am at the First

Presbyterian Church

March 21, 2009, Saturday, 9:30 am at IHMC

April 18, 2009, Saturday, 9:30 am at IHMC

Presidential Voters’

 Guide: General Election 
Thanks to the collaboration between members of

the Leagues of Maryland, National Capitol Area,

Virginia and the LWVUS, a Presidential Candidates

Voters’ Guide is being produced for the general

election. This guide will be available in September.

http://www.lwvpba.org
http://www.lwvpba.org
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Spotlight on ....  
Janice Hervieux

S
everal times throughout the year, excited groups of

immigrants enter the Federal courthouse to swear their

allegiance to  the United States of America, the country

they have chosen for their homeland.  Many LWV members

have attended the ceremonies and, almost always, Jan Hervieux

is among them.  Having taught English for Speakers of Other

Languages during her retirement years, Jan joyfully shared in

the happiness of many of her students as they proudly entered

into American citizenship.

This Auburn, N.Y. native put her education degrees to

excellent use in a teaching career with the Department of

Defense Overseas School System, with assignments covering

several continents--France, Japan, the Philippines, Turkey,Libya

and Guantanamo Bay.  Fortunately for us, Jan's work even

tually brought her to Pensacola and to the office of the Chief of

Naval Education & Training, until her retirement.

An active community volunteer, Jan has served as president

of the Humane Society, initiating that organization's endowment

fund, and on the boards of the YWCA, the Animal Protection

League and the Unitarian-Universalist church.  Ever the teacher,

she has also been a tutor and board member for Learn to Read

of Northwest Florida.

We are pleased to extend our heartfelt appreciation to this

loyal member of 24 years and generous benefactor of  our

Pensacola Bay Area League.

Introducing 
New Board
 Member, 

Kathy Kerr 

K
athy recently re-located to Pensacola to start a

management consulting/technology integration business

– KTM Strategies, Inc.  She has over 18 years of federal

government experience, most recently serving as Deputy

Political Counselor at the U.S. Embassy in Riyadh, Saudi

Arabia.  Kathy also served at posts in Iraq, Ukraine, and

Washington, D.C.  Prior to joining the Foreign Service, Kathy

was an analyst with the U.S. Department of Justice and worked

in the Executive Office for U.S. Attorneys, Justice Management

Division, and the Drug Enforcement Administration.

LWVUS Online Election Facelift

L
WVUS’s new look! US has developed an

election-centered splash page to guide visitors

to the online election resources, including

areas of VOTE411.org, between now and Election

Day. Be sure to check out all the available resources.

If you’re trying to access the Web site’s usual home

page, including the Take Action and For Members

sections, just click the blue button (“click here for

main lwv page”) at the bottom of the new page.

“This [LWVUS] Convention proved that the League

remains a vibrant, grassroots organization,” stated

Mary Wilson, newly reelected LWVUS president..

“We debated many of the critical issues facing

citizens across the nation, including global climate

change, the crisis in our nation’s health care systems

and the need for redistricting reform,” stated Wilson.

Delegates set the LWVUS program agenda for the

next two years, voting to undertake work in the areas

of health care reform, global climate change, and

methods for electing the President.

There was lots of grassroots input to this

Convention:

! Adoption of a non-recommended National

Popular Vote (NPV) compact study as a method

of electing the president; (Expect a date in

January or February 2009 for a consensus

meeting.)

! A program item recommended by the board in

response to the recommendations of many local

Leagues for a health care education task force;

! and a non-recommended program item to take

action on climate change. 

! One of the LWVUS principles was amended at

the convention. The change reflects the

League’s belief that the powers of the U.S.

government should be exercised within the

framework of balance among all three branches

of government;

! Delegates approved the PMP increases to

$28.00 for 2008-2009 and to $29.20 for 2009-

2010.

! Bylaws changes will allow for electronic interim

Board meetings.

Kathy Kerr
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Search Tool Aids in
 Civil Rights Restoration

Nancy Mitchell, LWVF Representative on FRRC

I
n May 2008, Florida Rights Restoration Coalition

(FRRC) launched an online search tool that will enable

people with past felony convictions in Florida to search

state records and find out if their civil rights, including their

voting rights, have been restored. The online search tool is

available on  web sites: www.restorerights.org and www.

aclufl.org. 

The Florida Rights Restoration Coalition urged the

State to make this type of search tool available on the

Florida Parole Commission Web site. The search tool not

only allows individuals to search State clemency records,

but it also enables them to contact the Office of Executive

Clemency to request a certificate of civil rights restoration,

if they find that their rights have been restored. This is

essential, because many people have had their civil rights

restored but do not even know it.

The Web site also informs people whose civil rights

have been restored how they can register to vote.  Since

December 2007, tens of thousands of individuals have had

their civil rights restored, and the State should facilitate

their becoming full voting citizens. 

The Florida Rights Restoration Coalition is a coalition

of over 50 national, state and local organizations dedicated

to eradicating Florida’s Reconstruction era civil rights ban.

FRRC member organizations host Restoration of Civil

Rights (RCR) workshops, lobby the Clemency Board and

the legislature for RCR reform, and create public awareness

of the unfair ban on civil rights, including voting rights, in

Florida. 

Early Voting Locations

i Office of Supervisor of Elections- 213 Palafox

Place

i Supervisor of Elections Branch Office -252

Muscogee Road, Cantonment

i Tryon Library- 5740 North Ninth Avenue

i Southwest Branch Library-12248 Gulf Beach

Highway

 

Calendar

August

11-23 Early Voting for Primary Election

18-21 Monday - Thursday, 7:00 pm Rally 2008

WSRE-TV (See page 1 for details)

21 Thursday, 11:00-1:00 pm, Federal Woman’s

Program Luncheon, Mustin Beach Officers’ Club

on Naval Air Station.  Contact Susan Metzger for

details and reservations at 932-4089

26 Tuesday, Women’s Equality Day

26 Tuesday, Primary Elections VOTE!

September

2 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Board Meeting at Tryon Branch

Library, 9  Ave. th

15 Monday, 10 am International Relations

Committee. Azalea Trace, Great Decisions,

Contact Gene Feicht at 479-3352

16 Tuesday, 6:00 pm, 110 Church St (The Beacon

Room), Discussion on Suffrage Movement by Dr.

Patricia Harrison

17 Wednesday, Constitution Day

General Meeting 
at IHMC

Saturday, September 20, 2008,

 9:00 am coffee, 9:30 am program

“Prison: Budget Burden, Business Boon”  

Speaker: Charlotte Crane, Journalist

October

3 Friday, Release and distribution of the Special

Election Edition, The Florida VOTER.

Voter Service Committee Presentations
on Proposed Amendments

(Contact Betsy Bowers, Voter Service chair, at

jbetsy40@yahoo.com  for additional information on

speakers bureau activities.)

T Habitat for Humanity

T Santa Rosa Democratic Executive Committee-

Navarre

T Red Hat Ladies of Tranquility

T Temple Beth El

T Gulf Breeze United Methodist Women

mailto:jbetsy40@yahoo.com
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Established in 1949, the Pensacola Bay Area League of Women

Voters is a non-partisan political organization that encourages

citizens to play an informed and active role in government. At the

local, state and national levels, the League works to influence

public policy through education and advocacy. Any person of

voting age, male or female, may become a member. All members

receive the National Voter, the Florida Voter and this publication.

President: Deborah Nelson 

Editor: Vivian Faircloth 

Proofreader: Miriam Jennings

Distribution: Doris Lea

Published by the League of Women Voters of Pensacola Bay

Area approximately 10 times a year.  Phone: 850-458-5806  

Local Web: www.lwvpba.org   E-mail: lwvpba@Gmail.com

LWV Florida Website: www.lwvfla.org  

 LWVUS Website: www.lwv.org 

P.O. Box 2023 Pensacola, FL 32513

The League of Women Voters is

where hands-on work to safeguard

democracy leads to civil

improvement.

Join the League of Women Voters today!

It’s easy!  Just send your check to:

League of Women Voters, P O Box 2023,

 Pensacola FL, 32513

$50 Individual membership  � + $25 each additional

household member � $25 student membership

Here’s my extra contribution to the League $ ____

My contribution to the Lobby Fund Challenge $_____

� I’m  renewing my membership

Name(s) ____________________________________

Address ____________________________________

Home Phone ________ Business Phone ________

Email Address ________________________________

Express Yourself. Register,

 Vote and Be Heard!

League of Women Voters ®

of the Pensacola Bay Area

P.O. Box 2023 

Pensacola, FL 32513
Non-profit orgn.
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